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w a heavilyset
in n n slightly
below the

in height
Napoleonic hi
appearance in

prime of
life with iron
gray hair and
smooth shaven
strong

aver-
age

Lila

face
fold Herso jn the world any-

one would take for an actor in a
popularpriced melodrama theater
That is Thomas E Shea the star
in A Soldier of the Cross The
Bells and Dr Jekyll surd Mr
Hyde as I saw him one afternoon
early last week in the parlor of
the Raleigh Hotel

il MJ

A Magnetic Personality-
On jirst sight Mr Shea would

impress one a being a prosperous
merchant lawyer or doctor and
it only requires five minutes

with him to convince any-
one that he Is a student a deep
student of philosophy and Human
nature He is a very earnest man
strong in his convictions and few
today are better read thaa he

talks and expounds hit theories-
one unconsciously wonders if he
has not missed his vocation in not
being a professor in a leading uni-

versity
At the same time one receives

the impression that whatever his
vocation ho MS a man to succeed
through sheer will power if for no
other reason The contour of his
face with its strong jaw firm lips
and determined eyes show it He
impressed me that before I
had been talking to him ten

I tad never seen him before
but I felt the force of his magnetic
personality and my artist friend
told me afterward that he did too
When Mr Shea talked about reach-
Ing over the footlights and grip-
ping the hearts of
I

audience-
Iwas ready to swoon that if any-

body could do it he was the per
son

This is the jnanner of man that-
I went to interview After the
usual greetings and pleasantries
liCit as the weather etc had been
dispensed with we three Mr Shea
the artist and myself sought out
a cosy corner in the hotel r

the actor and I commenced t
spar for a beginning of the

while the artist was a One
spcciatcK Mr Shoa me to
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name the subject while L proforrejtl
to let the conversation until
the subject presented itself

X
About Jekyll and Hyde

Afi i three or four false starts
we made beginning with tile

of Dr Jekyll and
Mr Hyde with Its theme of dual
personalities From that the sub-
ject veered to his now production
of A Soldier of the Cross to
politics religion and business
Through it all there was a baste
note in all that Mr Shea said It

that every man should have
just three things uppermost his
mind thing that should govern
his whole life and they are re
ligion politic so as the Gov-

ernment lie lir s under is affected
by it and last but not least his
business As it subsequently de-

veloped that was the subject of
our interview

Experience las taught me tluvt
the quickest way to get an

when Ute subject is willing
but the topic is undedMed is to
make sohte assertion in a positive
way no mutter how rash it may
bw The sooner an argument is
started the sooner will the con-

versation become Act
iag on this theory and with the ice
already brokfn toward Jekyll null
Hyde I ventured to remark that-
I had seen Robert Louis Steven
sons play produced three times
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I wont have a play in my repertoire
that my mother wife or my daugh
ter cannot witness

first by a tentwentythirty actor
next b3 a stock actor and lastly
by Richard Mansfield and that I
prefered the interpretation of the
first named to that of Mansfield

Subject n Broad One

Mr ShwH properly horrified
rifled

Did this actor n ak of uee
tusks he queried

I admitted that tic did arid con-

tinued I drew my comparisons
rather from the characters they in-

terpreted and not the use of stage
tricks This actor GfVininu gave
Jekyll the elderly venerable aiy

pearance raise pictures
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naiad as lie rends the original
story wMIe Mnnrtrid teaks him
a comparatively young awui

It is quite natural that baig
seen this ivctor first you wowlfl
compare all others by that stand-
ard respoade Mr Shell

must remember that JekyH sad
Hyde deals with the subject of
dual personalities which te per-

haps one of the broadest of this
present day rad interpreting its si
tows the actors much leeway

As a matter of fact the book
as written by Mr Stevenson

touches wpoa the subject aMl is
what itfiykt esJU intomptete I

kit Y t

bare-
ly

clue

¬

¬

really am surprised that a writer
of Mr Stevensons attainments and
genius should have barely dipped
into the outer of the sub-
ject then left it

lATe Poruvtir
1 believe that the play and

theme will live forever rend as time
goes on protmbfy after you and I
are dead and gone people
conic to know more about dual
iwrsanalities and interprata-
tiunsbf Stevensons character will
advance with the times The in-

terprotatious of say 1M years
Ooin now would seem unreal to us
because they are of pur day

Do mean that the
will live for generation after

generation as
hsve I naked

1 certainly do was i J

Furtlierniore I believe
drat tile terra Jekyll and Hyde
will become a synonymous term
for dual personality Dont mimin-
derstand me I dont that

play as it is produced today
will continue intact through time
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It ie a very subject

f for buck beyond our thue-
nA even that of Mr Stevenson
I faet there is a grave ocbt la-
my mind if Stevenson did urn
hJe first for this

Mrs Shelleys FraiikesaStr
rye Jve read it haveitt y aT-

i
Predecessors of Book and Play-

I conf eased that I hand not
It deals with th subject of

continued Mr
and woes into it much deeper than

Stevenson did Then there was a
French play which was prod o d
more than 100 years ago which
also treated the subject more faddy
than Stevensons novel Its very
broadness makes it an excfUent
play for an actor for the very rea-
son that it enables Mm to study
and expand its possfbilitiss are
limitless you might say thee
actor is consequently not hara
perea by any InnitetioBS He en
go beyond the book null delve ae
deep into tile problem a he
wishes

Do you prefer the role to the
one you csenj in A Soldier of the
Cross I asked

I say that I do was his
evasive reply It is entirely Off
ferent and then I have a very
great interest in my new play
The latter has a religious theme
nand it differs from the majority sf
the plays dealing with the early
Christina period in that there is
no suggestion whatever of sensual
ism I wont have a play in nry
repertoire that my mother iwy

or my daughter cannot Wit

Stage louse Cleaner
Then you are an advocate of

in our repertoire of plays
1 inquired interestedly lire situ-
ation was unique Here was an
actor who declares himself for the

Oranifv while for years lie
has confined his work to theater
that exploit what is commonly
known as
melodrama
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Well could hardly call it
that Mr Shea dissented Every
form of dfa4B has its special niche
in the theatrical world and rightly
so bat I cannot condone plays that

with sordid subjects There-
is too wick of it real life and
why should we exploit it in the
glare of the footlights

Then you do not care for Ib
sea I ventured

As a whole I do not was his
surprising although the
Dolls Hooaeis all right

Mr Shea showed no inclinationt-
o discuss Ibsen and I turned to
the good old standby Shakespeare-

I suppose you rank Shakespeare
dramatic aterature I

asked a 5 a beginning

Anent Shakespearean Play-
sI most certainly do he gn-

swered juid I thought I detected a
note of iw his voice

Thea deplore the apparent
dficndeaee of interest in Shake
pearwuL productions I persisted

I wow hardly slay that interest
in Shakespearean plays is dying

argued Mr Shea Shake
speare hiss its following al-

ways wilL This is especially true
of the South and In the
Knst by this I meant New York
and New England ther ie a ten-
dency to avoid plays where one
must think

Do you mean by that that the

n
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Has No Patience With Plays
Having Sordid Themes and

Like All Portrayers of Classic
A Roles He Is a Firm

f Champion
Shake-

spearean1

South and West we advuaeed
fit tastes or are
Jbey btftWbi like tines I asked

No one could say that reward
f r the legitimate sad serious
drama Is aji iwdfention f being be
Hi 4 the refilfed Mr Shea
Shougktfully Tether teas
that tfcey devote wore time to the
trnprawcsMeiit of the literary side
of tfcolr NriKi8H

you think that the desire
i r relaxation the greet mea

bit fr th popularity of this list
frothy attnaetiows I su

PMuMy he agreed but a

r0m a serious dream For in
stouae I eau rest desire pleas
ure frogs sfttiEf down and rug
a votuanfaiouc Tresjutry report or
even the Congressional Record
whoa there is something in It
which I am interested

Does that mesa that you
interested ht poll

a measure yes he re-

sponded fiery uuut aaouM be
and he should take a
greater iatcrest in eonuuetiag the
govemmeut he lives under rhea
does
majority of tile people kave very
little interest ia an election the
day after oMUpared with rise day
before I ant just as unusk iuter-
oeted a mouth after as I was on
oieetiuu nay

It is a hard tkiug to say but
the majority lose ill interest i
elections and governments just as
soon as they fall to see any mone-
tary advantage fat sight They are
Interested for revenue only There
is another thing that I have always
n nim h d and that is tilt we
should have aa educational quell
ftea4iou for all voters and sot

it to foreignbora citizens
X

Isussnds of Itinerant Peters
There axe thousands and

of urea voting hi this coun-
try who kave no right wkatever to
est a ballot If you were to go to

their vote and take a laid of Ids
ana this way here he gripped my
arm and looked fiercely ay
eyes sold Who are you
voting for sad why you would
not be able to get aa intelligent
answer

You are probably surprised at
my earnestness over tine subject
It is a part of y creed I bedtteve
that every human being skouMbe
Tapped up ia his religion the
polities of his goversHieat and his
business In using the word poli-
tics I use it ia the broad sense
and do not mesa the Bepubneaa or
Deaocraiic parties

Those three tkings rettgion
politics aad business are so closely
Tusked ia tke lives of whalers riot
they censor be separated and
shouldat be

A Word or Two Al out York
Despite what Mr Skea says the

ovary man should do I am got and
never have be muck iater
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eated ia poittacs and by the way of
changing the feubjeet I remarked

Did I understand rightly a little
wIDe ago that you no longer

New York the spring from
which all dramatic successes should
flow

I dont tkiak now and never
bate that New York should govern
the theatrical world he said
slowly There are many plays on
tke road trey that are making
money alter having been con
iHnmed by New York Of course
that city will continue to be
heatrJcsl carter to a certain exr

tent because the majority of the
big producers have located there

New York is practically home
to me but I ant far from thinking
that sun rises and sets there
The people that lire there are mis-
taken ia many things they do This
sari aptly to the dramatic writers
eepeeiatty too They have

a mama for carrying criti
too far and laaldag it pew

l
I believe in a fair and just criti

efem It helps the actor But ten

the

con-
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What Mr Shea Would Do te the Stags

me what good fe a long article
attacking the personal appearance-
of one particular person His or
her looks has nothing whatever to
do with the way the part is acted

The critic and actor should
work together and ao fairminded
playerwill feel oifeaded when his
attention is called to a misconcep-
tion or a misinterpretation It is
a kelp to him Take for instance
Charlotte Cusbataa She was with-
out doubt the greatest of Ajner

actresses Whet chance would
she stand today with the New
York idea of critfcisfogr-

jg g-

Mr Sheas Prediction
Prom this the conversation

drifted around to the classiacation
of drama again and Mr Shea de-
clared it his belief that the time
wilt come when the serious drama
will be ia the aeeendaaey

Do you mean that Ae light
frothy musical comedy will give
way to the serious plays I asked

Ko ao I didat say that said
j r Sbea It will always bare its
etteatele But people will

the production of dean se-

rious dramas more and the actor
will have a greater incentive for
higher antbitkms

With a few generalities my inter-
view with this man of the melo-
drama who seeks to purify and up
lift the stage came to aa end It
was a pleasure to meet and talk to
him and when in parting he said

Cone and see are again
on the stage and I shall be

delighted to see you I vowed
that I would
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I Can Derive Pleasure Frees Reading the Congressional Record
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